
186 IMMIGRATION 

Sex and Conjugal Condition of Immigrants.—As shown by Table 2, 
the 151,597 immigrants who came to Canada in the fiscal year ended Mar. 31, 
1928, included 100,276 males and 51,321 females, males constituting 66-1 p.c. of the 
total. In other words, two male immigrants came to Canada for every female, 
and the discrepancy is considerably greater when persons under 18 are left out of 
account, there being 82,204 adult male immigrants to 36,978 adult female immigrants. 
This great disparity of the sexes among our immigrants is a phenomenon of long 
standing (Table 3), and, taken together with the comparatively small difference 
between the numbers of the sexes in our total population, goes to indicate that a good 
deal of our male immigration is of a rather transient character. This conclusion is 
supported by the fact that 36,181 of the males who immigrated to Canada in 1928 
reported themselves as married, as compared with 18,404 of the females. Evidently 
many of these married immigrants do not bring their wives. It is true they may 
expect to send for their wives later on, but on the other hand some of the married male 
immigrants of former years doubtless brought their wives out to join them in 1928. 

2.—Sex and Conjugal Condition of Immigrants into Canada, by Age Groups, fiscal 
year ended Mar. 31,1928. 
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Totals 62,605 36,181 1,199 391 100,276 30,196 18,101 2,221 200 51,321 

-Sex Distribution of Immigrants as Adult Males, Adult Females and Children, 
fiscal years ended Mar. 31,1911-1928. 
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Racial Origin of Immigrants.—Immigration, which was at a low ebb during 
the war period, is again increasing and is becoming a chief means of reinforcing 
our population and filling up the vast waste spaces of Canada. But where any 
considerable immigration into a democratic country occurs, the racial and 
linguistic composition of that immigration becomes of paramount importance. 
Canadians generally prefer that settlers should be of a readily assimilable type, 
already identified by race or language with one or other of the two great 
races now inhabiting this country—and thus prepared for the assumption of the 
duties of democratic Canadian citizenship. Since the French are not to any great 
extent an emigrating people, this means in practice that the great bulk of the 
preferable settlers are those who speak the English language—those coming from 
the United Kingdom or the United States. Next in order of readiness of assimila
tion are the Scandinavians and the Dutch, who readily learn English and are already 


